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Steady diet of annual gifts nourishes the Law School
Among the top 10 law
schools in the annual U.S.

News and World Report
graduate school rankings,
there is only one public
institution - the University
of Michigan Law School.
In the survey's reputation
rankings by academics and by
lawyers and judges, Michigan
earned first-place ratings
equal to Yale, Harvard,
Stanford, and the University
of Chicago. This was a
substantial improvement over
Michigan's fourth place
ranking in these categories in
1993. Overall, however,
Michigan slipped to eighth
place in 1994 because it
dropped to 37th in the
category for faculty resources.
While the survey is in
many ways a badly flawed
measure of law schools, it
illustrates that Michigan is
much like private schools,
except when it comes to
funding. To maintain its rank
among the best schools, the
Law School, like its peers,
increasingly depends on
private philanthropy.
In these pages, we often
recognize major gifts to a
specific fund or project.
Just as important are all the
unrestricted annual gifts.

They support every facet of
the Law School - financial
aid programs, permanent
faculty, international scholars,
library resources, and much
more.
"Gifts no longer provide
the little extras, but support
core programs," says Dean
Jeffrey S. Lehman. "They
make the difference between a
very good state law school
and a world-renowned
academic center that prepares
its students for leadership in
the profession."
The U-M Law School is
fortunate to have a long
tradition of successful fund
raising. The Law School Fund
began in the early 1960s, and
some alumni developed the
habit of regular giving then or
even earlier. Indianapolis
attorney William P. Wooden
is among that faithful core of
contributors.
"I graduated in 1958 and
have given every year since
then. I consider it a small
return on a very helpful
investment which has still
done a lot more for me than I
for it," says Wooden, a
litigator with Wooden
Mclaughlin & Sterner.
"I feel that an unrestricted
gift is better because the Law
School has the best idea of
what the money should be
used for. The typical donor
thinks in terms of things like
brick and mortar, but I know
there are a lot of other things
to pay for as well."

Currently, unrestricted gifts
comprise about 9 percent of
the school's $22 million
budget; the rest comes from
tuition, endowment income,
and government or foundation grants. To remain at the
pinnacle of American legal
education, Lehman says the
budget must expand to
enhance key programs,
increase student financial aid,
and add new faculty members. However, while costs are

"I graduated in 1958 and
have given every year
~ince then. I consider it a
small return on a very
helpful investment which
has still done a lot more
for me than I for it."
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increasing, state appropriations to the University have
dropped to a point where
there is not enough funding to
share with graduate programs
like the Law School.
"Annual gifts are particularly significant because they
fill the gap between the
endowment income and
tuition, to meet the everincreasing needs of operating
the Law School," explains
Dick Katcher, J.D. '4 3, a longtime Law School Fund
volunteer and steady donor.
Alumni have recognized those
needs and responded admirably. Annual unrestricted
donations have increased by
one-third since the 1990-91
academic year.

The Law School's corps of
dedicated volunteers are
working to increase annual
unrestricted donations from
$2 million to $3 million
annually, according to John
Nannes, JD. '73, national
chair of annual giving.
Nannes says that special
programs have been designed
to encourage long-time Law
School Fund supporters to
increase their annual gifts and
to attract new participants,
including recent graduates.
In addition, alumni will be
urged to support the Law
School in conjunction with
their milestone reunion
celebrations.
All those gifts count toward
the five-year, $75 million Law
School Campaign target,
which includes a goal of $15
million in unrestricted gifts.
Terrence Elkes,].D. '58,
national chair of the Law
School Campaign, says the
regular habit of contributing
to the school is vital. "In my
view, annual giving is more
significant than the campaign
and special contributions. It's
what really sustains the Law
School. It's the bread and
butter of the school and the
lifeblood of the whole area
of giving."
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Snapshots
ofthe--~

ADALE WALTERS
AGE: 37
HOMETOWN: DETROIT
EDUCATION:
R.Ph. (PHARMACY) '80;
M.D. '84;
M.P.H., '90, U-M
BEFORE LAW SCHOOL:

The Class of '97 comes
to the Law School from
forty-three states, four
foreign countries, and a
wide range of personal and
academic backgrounds.
;,,
The class includes two
students with M.D.s, six
with Ph.D.s, four with
M.B.A.s, and twenty-five
with other graduate degrees.
Based on data gathered
in late August, here is a
statistical snapshot of the
University of Michigan Law
School's 1994 entering
class.
TOTAL STUDENTS .................... 376
WOMEN ........................... 169 (45%)
STUDENTS OF
COLOR ............................... 90 (24%)
AVERAGE AGE ............................. 24
YOUNGEST .................................. 20
OLDEST ........................................ 47
~STATE STIJDENTS ..... 130 (35%)

Walters was a child psychiatrist on the U-M Medical
School faculty. A summer
starter, she is on her way to
her fourth U-M degree. She
says law school is a greater
challenge than medical school
because now a large share of
her energy goes to her
husband and two children.
CAREER PLANS:

In law as in medicine, Walters
plans to focus her practice on
child welfare, with a particular
interest on the juvenile justice
system.
BEST LAW SCHOOL
EXPERIENCE SO FAR:

"Property class, interacting
with support personnel, and
meeting a handful of
humane lawyers."

DAVID MENDEL
AGE: 25
HOMETOWN:
POUGHKEEPSIE, NY
EDUCATION:
B.A. IN HISTORY,
BROWN UNIVERSITY
BEFORE LAW SCHOOL:

Mendel was a Peace Corps
volunteer, serving as a natural
resources extension agent in
Mali, West Africa. He spent
the past six months working
on health care reform issues
as a staff assistant to Sen.
Tom Daschle of South Dakota.
CAREER PLANS:

May pursue a doctorate
in political theory or legal
history; he's also interested in
land use and land planning
issues.
BEST EXPERIENCE:

"Being around people who are
excited to study law as a
discipline, but also are very
diverse in their career and
life goals."
4
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Aguilar worked for the legal
advisory office to the Ministry
of Foreign Affairs in Mexico,
and for a law firm in Mexico
City. She also taught high
school and was an adjunct
professor of law at Universidad
Iberoamericana. She is one of
very few foreign students to
enroll in thej.D. program.

AGE: 25
HOMETOWN:
CINCINNATI, OHIO
EDUCATION:
B.A, HARVARD UNIVERSITY
BEFORE LAW SCHOOL

Gordon was a legislative
assistant to U.S. Senator John
Glenn for three years. He
worked for Glenn and other
senators on environment and
trade issues related to the
Great Lakes Region.
CAREER PLANS:

Possibly law practice within
the government.
BEST EXPERIENCE:

"Four weeks of classes and
not called on yet!"

MONICA AGUILAR
AGE: 23
HOMETOWN : MEXICO CITY
EDUCATION: LICENTIATE IN
LAW, UNIVERSIDAD
IBEROAMERICANA

Students win asylum
for Haitian refugees

The University of Michigan
Haitian Refugee Project has
A firm or government position won grants of asylum for 13
involved with international
of 20 clients who fled their
business transactions under
troubled country in the past
NAFTA.
three years.
This success surpasses the
BEST EXPERIENCE:
30 percent average approval
"Meeting so many interesting
rate nationwide for Haitian
people and making American
political asylum applications,
friends."
according to Jeff Dillman,
attorney advisor to the
project. "Currently, we have a
65 percent approval rate.
That's a result of the students'
excellent work on particularly
compelling cases," he says.
The Haitian Refugee Project
"began at the Law School in
1992 when the student
chapter of the National
Lawyers Guild sent students
to Miami as part of a nationwide response to the refugee
crisis. Thousands of Haitians
ALISON LEISINGER
headed to Miami by boat to
escape political repression
AGE: 22
and violence after the 1991
HOMETOWN:
military coup against thenMASON CITY, IOWA
president Jean-Bertrand
EDUCATION:
Aristide. The U.S. Coast
BBA, UNIVERSITY OF IOWA
Guard picked up refugees at
sea and took them to
BEFORE LAW SCHOOL
Guantanamo Naval Base.
Leisinger volunteered with the
From there, the Immigration
Homeless Shelter in Iowa City
and Naturalization Service
and with Student Legal
paroled refugees with a
Services. Her senior honors
plausible claim for protection
thesis focused on finding a
to the United States so they
more effective method of
could apply for political
enforcing and collecting child
asylum. About 10,000
support payments.
Haitians were paroled in
before U.S. policy changed
CAREER PLANS:
and all refugees were returned
Public interest law
to Haiti.
That first summer in
BEST EXPERIENCE:
Miami, students helped
"Meeting people from all
prepare asylum applications,
over the country."
then returned to Ann Arbor in
CAREER PLANS:

MICHAEL GORDON
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the fall and developed
volunteer training materials: a
manual, mock interview
sessions, and videotaped
lectures with professors and
practitioners knowledgeable
about immigration law.
The multifaceted training
program is an important
factor in the project's success,
according to Franz Herbert,
one of its three student
coordinators. "Legal asylum
applications need to be well
grounded in the factual
circumstances of Haiti's recent
political history," he says. The
more facts a student can glean
in an interview with a refugee,
the better the chances that the
client will win asylum. "Our
prior training allows us to
establish context for the legal
claim by bridging the gap
between the Haitians' experience and our legal system."
When the project discovered that a group of 20
parolees had settled in
Michigan, students turned
their attention to helping local
refugees as well as those in
Miami. They travelled to
Lansing, where most of the
refugees settled, to interview
them about their lives in Haiti
and their escape. Then they
drafted statements requesting
asylum. The cases were filed
in the summer of 1993; the
INS conducted interviews
with the Haitians in the fall.
An asylum officer at the
Chicago INS office reviewed
the cases and began handing
down decisions in May 1994.
About 30 students paired
up to work on 14 asylum
cases; Clinical Assistant
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Professor Nick Rine handled
one case, and attorneys from
Detroit volunteered to do five
more. The project continues
to represent five clients who
received a notice of intent to
deny their asylum application
and will handle their exclusionary hearings this year.
Walter Lanier, a third-year
student whose Lansing client
won asylum, said handling
the application was a valuable
learning experience. "It was
interesting to listen to his
story, flesh out the details,
and bridge the communication gap to put together the
application," he says. 'The
most impressive thing was his
psychological state. He
recognized the realities of his
situation, yet he remained
strong. He was running for his
life, but he was taking it in
stride." That attitude served as
inspiration to Lanier when he
participated in the project's
seven-day fast in support of
Haitians.
Garth Van't Hul's Miami
client also was granted
asylum. Handling the application "was the most satisfying
thing about my first year of
law school," says Van't Hul,
also a coordinator of the
project. Hardy Vieux, the
third coordinator, adds, "We
worked hard, and we've seen
a direct effect of our work,
and that gave us a sense of
meaning to what we've
learned."
Vieux and Pascale Charlot,
both second-year HaitianAmerican students who grew
up in New York, appreciate
experiencing their Haitian
culture through the Project.
Charlot says she gained a
better understanding of the
impact of gender when she
6

handled an asylum claim for a
woman whose life was in
danger because her father and
brother were politically active.
"Unfortunately, women
generally do not play as
dominant role politically as
men; therefore, it is more
difficult for women to prove
'political persecution' as a
direct consequence of activity,
as required by the INS."
In a letter to the project,
the refugees granted asylum
wrote: "We cannot find words
to convey to you . . . our
profound gratitude for the
exceptional and unremitting
struggle you have conducted
on our behalf. In obtaining
the legal status for us, you
have given us a new lease on ,
life after the traumatic circumstances which have caused
our forced exodus from Haiti.
We would like to extend our
gratitude to the other attorneys, your staff, your students
and every individual associated with the Haitian Refugee
Project. Our heartfelt thanks
go to all of them."
The project receives
funding from the Law School,
the National Lawyers Guild,
and other student organizations to cover its travel costs
and compensate attorney
advisors. Its members are
considering broadening its
scope to assist refugees from
all countries. The group has
already been contacted by
groups seeking help for
Bosnians, Chinese and others.
Dillman notes, "If funding and
student interest allows, we
may take on other nationalities in the future, but we first
want to make sure we can
pursue our current Haitian
cases through their exclusion
hearings."
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Again this summer,

a Law School clinic
took on a high-profile
custody case over
a little girl.
Jennifer Ireland,
a 20-year-old
University of
Michigan student,
turned to the Women
and the Law Clinic
for help when a court
granted custody of
her 3-year-old
daughter to the
child's father because
Ireland uses child
care. Clinic director
Julie Kunce Field and
three students are
challenging the ruling
before the Michigan
Court of Appeals.
Meanwhile, they
sought and won an
emergency stay of the
custody transfer
order so the child
would not be
separated from her
mother while the case
is pending.

AL
TRI
Like the "Baby Jessica"
adoption case the Child
Advocacy Clinic handled in
1993, the Ireland case has
aroused an emotional nationwide response fueled by the
news media. Hundreds of
alarmed or outraged working
parents and child advocates
have called the clinic to
express support. Along with
the appeal, a half dozen
different amicus briefs will be
filed by advocates for students, women, children, and
domestic violence victims.
Ireland gave birth to
Maranda in April 1991 . The
baby was in foster care for
three weeks while Ireland
considered adoption, but she
decided to keep her daughter.
She raised Maranda with help
from her mother while
finishing high school. Ireland
says the child's father, Steven
J. Smith, did not visit
Maranda at all in the first year
of her life, but later began
visiting their daughter.
Early in 1993, Ireland,
represented by Macomb
County attorney Ronald
Dixon, sought child support
payments from Smith, who
then petitioned the court for
custody. Meanwhile, Ireland
enrolled at the U-M on an
academic scholarship in

BRIEFS

September 1993, and brought
her daughter along. While
Ireland went to classes,
Maranda went to a small
licensed day care in a private
home.
During the 1994 custody
trial, Smith testified that
Ireland was an inattentive
mother who has abused and
neglected her child. Ireland
strongly denies those allegations.
In June, Macomb County
Circuit Court Judge Raymond
Cashen awarded physical
custody to Smith because he
lives at home with his parents,
who would care for the child.
While he found Ireland and
Smith were equal in their
ability to love, care for, and
provide for Maranda, he ruled
that a grandparent would
provide a more stable environment for the child than a
day care program.
"There is no way that a
single parent, attending an
academic program at an
institution as prestigious as
the University of Michigan,
can do justice to their studies
and the raising of an infant
child. The permanence of a
regular home and a regular
program far outweigh the
multitude of changes in
housing and day care that one
would necessarily experience ·
year to year while a student at
the university," Cashen wrote
in his opinion. "Under the
future plans of the mother,
the minor child will be in
essence raised and supervised

a great part of the time by
strangers. Under the future
plans of the father, the minor
child will be raised and
supervised by blood relatives."
After Cashen ruled against
Ireland, her attorney contact
the Law School seeking pro
bona assistance with an
appeal. Ireland agreed to
retain Field in July. Working
with Field on the case are
third-year law students
Caroline Padgett, Charlotte
Croson, and Alicia Aiken.
Before Field even officially
took the case, she found
herself talking to reporters
about it. Detroit newspapers
and television stations
reported Cashen's ruling; then
USA Today picked up the
story, and the rest of the
national news media followed .
Field and Ireland were
flooded with interview
requests and the Ireland
family faced television
cameras on their front lawn.
Eventually, Field helped

Ireland find an agent to help
sift through offers to buy
television movie rights to her
story.
Meanwhile, Field, an
assistant clinical professor,
petitioned first Cashen and
then the Michigan Court of
Appeals for a stay, which was
granted just two days before
Ireland was to relinquish the
child to Smith on Aug. 11 .
Students working on the
case say the domestic violence
will be an important point in
their appeal. Ireland has
alleged that Smith pushed,
shoved, and choked her in
December 1992 and January
1993. He was arraigned on
those outstanding assault
charges on the day he was to
take custody of his daughter.
(Smith was acquitted in
October.)

Women and the Law Clinic students
(C-R) Caroline Padgett, Charlotte
Croson, and Alicia Aiken discuss
issues in the high-profile Ireland
custody case with Clinical Assistant
Professor Julie Field.

A Michigan law adopted
Jan. 1, 1994, added domestic
violence to the list of factors
that must be evaluated in
determining child custody.
Cashen dismissed the domestic
violence incidents as "superfluous," saying that the couple "in
their youthful way apparently
crashed or mauled one
another."
Field will ask the Court of
Appeals to review the assault
evidence and testimony
presented in Cashen's courtroom. "Under Michigan law,
domestic violence is never
superfluous," Field wrote in
the request for a stay, noting
that experts believe even one
incident of violence can
(continued on page 9)
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For the father's side
-

BY PHILLIP

J. HOLMAN,

J.D. '81
VICE PREsIOENT, NATIONAL
CONGRESS FOR MEN
ANDCHIWREN

The incredible publicity
surrounding the Macomb
County, Michigan custody
case of Steve Smith and
Jennifer Ireland has given me
a fascinating look from the
fringes of a high profile court
case, and opportunity to view
the critically important role
the media plays in such cases.
As the vice president of the
National Congress for Men
and Children (NCMC), I was
contacted by the Detroit Free
Press for my comments the
day the trial court decision
was made. Thereafter, I was
interviewed by the Associated
Press and ultimately appeared
on numerous local and
national radio talk shows and
television broadcasts, including CNN and Current Affair,
and was quoted in newspapers across the country. The
father and his attorney
avoided virtually all publicity
for the first week to ten days.
This allowed the mother'

8

attorney, Ron Dixon, to frame
the issues for the media and
created an indelible one-sided
image of this case. NCMC
finally convinced the father
and his attorney to take a
more public stance by agreeing to fund a press conference
at the Detroit Press Club and
to publicize a legal defense
fund.
This article will attempt to
present the father's side of the
case (relying on information
received from his attorney),
address the public policies
involved, and urge readers to ,.
help fathers combat the
overwhelming gender bias
that exists in most custody
cases.
Many individuals have
questioned why a fathers'
advocacy group would
support the court's ruling.
Fathers are more dependent
on day care than mothers and
would not want courts to view
day care unfavorably in a
custody ruling. We became
involved because we believe
the father presented overwhelming evidence that the
mother was not a proper
custodial parent, but the
judge was reluctant to say so.
judge Raymond R. Cashen is
viewed by most attorneys who
have practiced before him as
an extremely compassionate
jurist. He was quoted in the
Washington Post as stating he
intentionally wrote his

THE UNIVERSITY OF MICHIGAN LAW SCHOOL

opinion as softly as possible so
as not to stigmatize the parties
(presumptively referring
primarily to Ireland).
Furthermore, the issue of
domestic violence in this case
has been vastly distorted.
Smith asserts that he grabbed
Ireland in self-defense when
she attempted to hit him
during an argument over his
parenting rights.
Ironically, the traditional
justification for awarding
custody to mothers was that
fathers were busy working or
going to school. Today,
women spend approximately
equal time outside the home.
Virtually no one pretends
that the prevalence of singleparent households with
noncustodial parents forced
out of their children's lives is
working well.
Such children fill our
prisons, become unwed
teenage parents, commit most
of the suicides, and populate
our gangs, substance abuse
clinics, and divorce courts.
They constitute the vast
majority of violent sex
offenders, frequently become
abusive husbands, and are the
primary population suffering
from virtually any social
problem one can name.

Children from singleparent households exhibit
such problems regardless of
race or income. Such problems increase upon remarriage, even though the
household income increases
dramatically and a surrogate
parent is available to serve as a
role model. Like the tobacco
lobby fighting a proposed
health warning on cigarette
labels, we ignore the extremely high correlation
between such problems and
father absence, refusing to
accept the existence of any
causal link.
NCMC believes it is time
we grant fathers the equal
rights to their children just as
we insist on equal rights for
women in education and in
the work place. We need to
recognize that children want
and need two parents. We
must end the devastation
caused to children when
judges award the child to one
parent and virtually destroy
the child's relationship with
the other parent and his or
her family. Similarly, isn't it
time feminists join our cause,
if for no other reason than
they may someday lose all
rights to any relationship with
their sons' children?
We need your help,
regardless of your area of
practice.
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(Continued from page 7)
traumatize a child. Croson
adds, "It's important that we
not allow judges to disregard
domestic violence. We're
unwilling to allow judges
discretion in this area. It's
exciting for us because we
get the first crack at defining
domestic abuse under this
new law at the appellate
level."
"Another strong issue is
day care," says Aiken. Under
Section 3 of the Child
Custody Act, (MCLA 722 .21),
Cashen was required to find
clear and convincing evidence
that would justify changing
Maranda's established custodial environment. "It's
unrealistic to say that day care
is a clear reason to switch
custody," notes Aiken. 'The
implication is that a mother
who puts a child in day care is
a bad mother." In fact,
Michigan law presumes paid
day care will be a part of a
custody arrangement, and
factors child care costs as an
element of support paid by
the non-custodial parent.
Ireland's team also will
argue that the circuit court, in
effect, awarded custody not to
Smith but to his mother,
finding that she "would
devote her entire time to
raising the child when the
father is not available" on an
indefinite basis. Michigan law
does not support such thirdparty custody arrangements.
Aiken points out,"The court
was saying that neither parent
was fit to raise the child. Why
some people think our
advocacy for Jennifer is a blow
against fathers is mystifying."

Their most important
argument is that Maranda
will face irreparable harm if
she is separated from her
mother. "The court erred in
emphasizing geographic over
emotional stability," says
Field. She believes Cashen
didn't give sufficient credit to
a psychologist's evaluation
stating that Ireland provided a
stable home and that removing Maranda from the familiar
custodial environment would
create difficulties for her.
Although the students have
all handled trials before, this
is their first appeal. ''There's a
big difference between
building the case from the
beginning and writing an
appellate brief where the case
is already developed. It's
harder to work from a case
someone else has tried and
not be in control of the
issues," says Croson.
The case also gave them a
lesson in how intense media
attention can shape a case in
the court of public opinion.
"A case that gets this kind of
media attention takes on a life
of its own, and it's a completely different life than the
one going on legally," says
Padgett. Aiken agrees: "It's
weird that the things that
upset me about this case, like
the domestic violence issue,
are not the same things that
upset the media and the
people calling us."
Still, Ireland and her team
are well aware that it's the
Court of Appeals, not the
court of public opinion, that
counts. No hearing date has
been set, but it's expected that
the court will hear the appeal
in late fall or early winter.

"It's weird that the
things that upset me
about this case, like the
domestic violence issue,
are not the same things
that upset the media and
the people calling us."

- 3L ALICIA AIKEN
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First-years were enthusiastic
about Community Service Day.
Wielding the paintbrushes are
(from right) Matthew McQueen,
Jordan Hansell, Saretta Coomes,
and Alexandra Choe.

Michigan law students

learn
to
serve

Matthew Shebushi paints the
underside of a staircase at a
renovation project on Community
Service Day during orientation.

10
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Before they began to
study together, new law
students sweated
together for good causes.
About 330 incoming
students lent a helping hand
to local nonprofit agencies on
Community Service Day, a
new volunteer event held
during student orientation.
Service with a smile was the
order of the day as they
painted barns and homes,

Orientation wasn't all work and no
play. This rousing volleyball match
was just one part of the fun and games
arranged for incoming students.

spruced up shelters, moved
homeless families into
lodgings, and entertained
children from a Big Brother/
Big Sister program all day on
Friday, Sept. 2.
'The student response was
very positive. There were a lot
of smiles on the work sites,"
said Jack Bernard, a third-year
law student who helped
organize the new event. 'The
camaraderie and dedication of
the students was phenom"
enal," added Roopal Shah,

another organizer who is also
president of the Law School
Student Senate. "Although
they worked hard, all of the
students I met at several
worksites had a marvelous
time."
Community Service Day
originated with a handful of
students -chiefly Bernard,
Shah, Aimee Ginsberg and
Melanie West-who were
seeking ways to involve
service in the Law School
experience. They had a dual
mission in mind: "Through
service activity, students could
get involved with the community, and more importantly,
get involved with each other
by working together in ways
they wouldn't in the classroom," said Bernard.
The idea to link a service
program to orientation came
from the University of Michigan School of Business
Administration, which
launched a similar program
called Global Citizenship four
years ago. While campus
community service efforts are
growing nationwide, Bernard
says few, if any, law schools
have arranged such volunteer
programs.
Law students proved to be
willing to work. Nearly 80
percent of the entering fall
class, including international
graduate students, participated. They worked for eight
agencies, including a substance abuse treatment
residence for teens, a home

for abused and neglected
children, a shelter for battered
women, the Humane Society,
and two Detroit groups that
renovate housing. Buses left
the Law School for the work
sites as early as 7 a.m., and
some groups worked until
after 6 p.m. Local sponsors
donated pizza, subs, and
beverages for the hungry work
teams.
The agencies appreciated
the assistance, especially at a
family shelter called Prospect
Place, where students helped
avert a crisis. The agency had
lost its lease on apartments
used for emergency shelter
and needed to relocate
families immediately. Students
helped move five families.
"We couldn't have done it
without their help," said
Prospect Place's Nancy
Edwards.
The student organizers
recognize that Service Day
may have a more lasting
benefit. "We felt it was
important to give back to the
community. We hope fostering the idea of community
service early in law school will
make us all better lawyers and
better citizens out in the real
world," says Shah.
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